
follow Eloi’s progress to-
wards ordination to the 
priesthood with interest 
and with prayer. He sent 
me a photo taken at the 
seminary just after his ordi-
nation as a deacon. 

It has been a very joyous 
weekend, with the Conse-
cration of English Martyrs’ 
church. I am writing this 
just before it is taking 
place, but I am sure that it 
will have been a wonderful 
event. The liturgy of the 
consecration of a church 
contains very powerful 
imagery. We use virtually 
every symbol we have 
available to us: water, oil, 
incense, relics, light. All 
these are used to reveal 
something about who we 
are as the Church of 
Christ. The church build-
ing represents the presence 
of Jesus Christ to us who 
worship God there, but it 
also represents the pres-
ence of Christ in the 
world. A beautifully cared 
for church shows that we 
care that Jesus Christ’s 
presence in the world 
should be known in its 

beauty. The consecrated 
church is also a sign that 
we, the Body of Christ, the 
Church which is the People 
of God, are also present, 
bringing true worship to 
God, and bringing true 
service to those around us.  

Once again I wish to repeat 
my thanks to everyone 
who has taken part in pre-
paring the church for its 
consecration—men and 
women! Also for those 
who have prepared directly 
for the celebration of the 
Mass and for the celebra-
tion of the lunch after-
wards. And also to those 
who helped with the vari-
ous initiatives which pre-
pared the parish spiritually 
from the Parish Mission 
onwards. 

Last Saturday was Eloi’s 
ordination to the diaco-
nate. I know a lot of you 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINTS OF MERCY 
St Paul the Apostle 

c. 5-67 
Saul of Tarsus was a well 
educated and probably 
quite well off scholar of the 
Hebrew Scriptures and the 
tradition of the Pharisees. 
Having been a foremost 
persecutor of the Church, 
he was converted because 
of a vision he had of the 
risen Christ on the road to 
Damascus. Being forgiven 

his sins, he became an 
apostle of mercy to the 
whole world. He focussed 
his mission on those who 
were furthest away—the 
Gentiles. His message fo-
cussed on the grace and 
mercy of God in Christ. 
His whole life proclaimed 
the lordship of Christ, and 
he consciously offered 
himself as an offering to 
bring mercy to all. 
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
Biddulph Sunday 8.30am  
Goldenhill Sunday 10.30am 
Kidsgrove Saturday 6pm  
Packmoor Sunday 6pm 

Saturday 17th   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Kath Wakefield 

Sunday 18th 9.00am    Holy Mass  Margaret Mary O’Donnell 

Twenty-Fifth   11.00am   Holy Mass  George & Agnes Martin 

Sunday of the Year    1.00pm  Baptism  

Home Mission Sunday    6.30pm Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

Monday 19th 9.15am    Holy Mass Lilian Adams 

Feria 9.45am    Eucharistic Adoration  

  5.00pm   Eucharistic Adoration  

  6.00pm   Novena Mass Special Intention 

Tuesday 20th 8.30am    Eucharistic Adoration  

St Andrew Kim Tae- 9.15am    Holy Mass Leonard & Catherine Johnson 

Sang and Companions    2.15pm Holy Rosary  

  6.00pm   Holy Mass Private Intention 

Wednesday 21st   11.00am  Eucharistic Adoration  

St Matthew   12noon  Holy Mass Agnes Handley 

Thursday 22nd 6.00pm    Holy Mass or Word &   

Feria     Communion  

Friday 23rd            6.00pm Holy Mass Special Intention 

St (Padre) Pio of     6.30pm Eucharistic Adoration  

Pietrelcina       

Saturday 24th      10.30am    Holy Mass Kenneth & Maureen Green 

OL of Walsingham   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Thanksgiving (HK) 

Sunday 25th 9.00am    Holy Mass  John Lacey 

Twenty-Sixth  11.00am   Holy Mass  Tom Bailey 

    6.30pm Holy Mass Special Intention 

Sunday of the Year    5.00pm  Reception of Body Teresa Foden RIP 

   4.30pm  Reception of Body Colvin Hayton RIP 

gon, Paul Chong Ha-   12noon  Requiem Mass Colvin Hayton RIP 

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 

Parish Priest’s Surgery  
Fr Julian is available to see parishioners for any 
need on Monday evenings, 7pm to 8pm at St 
Joseph’s Presbytery, Goldenhill.  No need to 
make an appointment - just turn up.  

Mass Requests 
Please give ALL Mass request envelopes and offerings directly to Fr Julian. 
It is easy for envelopes to go astray if left unattended in the sacristy, or hand-
ed to someone else.  If you want Mass on a specific date, please allow at least 
a month’s notice. First come first served for a particular date or time.  
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PASTORAL 

Novena to Our Lady Please re-
member that, each Monday evening, 
we have a perpetual Novena Mass at 
St Joseph’s in honour of Our Lady 
the Untier of Knots. It is a wonderful 
opportunity to bring actual life prob-
lems in our lives and in those of oth-
ers into the hands of Our Lady. The 
idea is to come on nine consecutive 
Mondays for the Novena devotions. 
Petitions can be put into the box by 
the picture of Our Lady, Untier of 
Knots. Come and join us for this 
wonderful devotion to Our Lady! 

Pilgrimage to Spain/Fatima 
Thanks to all who came to the meet-
ing last Sunday. The coach to the 
airport will now pick up from Bid-
dulph as well as Goldenhill. Exact 
departure times will be confirmed 
nearer the day. Also, we have had a 
change of hotel, and we will now be 
staying in Santiago de Compostela 
itself, in a converted convent, which 
has its own chapel and is only 1km 
from the centre of the city. A full 
programme will be distributed short-
ly before we go on pilgrimage. 

Biddulph SVP There is a collection 
box in church for the needs of the 
conference. It is placed in front of St 
Antony’s statue and any donation 
would be gratefully received. 

UCM The Goldenhill Union of Cath-
olic Mothers will next meet on 
Wednesday 21st September at 7pm, 
enter via Lady Chapel door. 

Colwich Retreat Day A day or-
ganised by the UCM but open to all 
ladies of the parishes, will be on Sun-

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps in the churches are 

lit for the following intentions: 

St John’s: Special Intention (SB) 
St Joseph’s: Special Intention (MM) 
The lamps at all of our churches are 
available to be dedicated for a week. Min-
imum donation £5. 

Friendship Club The Club will 
next meet on Wednesday 21st Sep-
tember at Kidsgrove Town Hall at 
2pm. Tea, coffee and biscuits for just 
a £2 (NB this is a change to the previ-
ously advertised amount). If you need 
transport please contact Matt Ford on 
07587034299. It would be great to 
get new members. If you know of 
anyone who might benefit, please 
suggest coming along to them. 

Friendship Club Day Trip to the 
Houses of Parliament on 26th 
October, Cost £10. The coach will 
depart Kidsgrove Town Hall at 
7.30am. As well as the visit to the 
Houses of Parliament there will also 
be a sight seeing tour of London on 
the coach. To book a place contact 
Matt Ford on 07587 034299. If you 
are going on the trip to Llandudno 
tomorrow the coach will depart 
Kidsgrove Town hall at 9.45am and 
return approx. 7pm.  

YEAR OF MERCY 

Baptism 

Welcome to the family of the Church 
to Georgina May Pringle who will be 
baptised at St John’s today.  

Death 

Of your charity, please pray for the 
soul of James Bell. The funeral ser-
vice will take place at Carmountside 
Crematorium on Monday 19th Sep-
tember at 11.30am. 

And also for the soul of Colvin Hay-
ton. The Requiem Mass will be of-
fered for the repose of his soul on 
Tuesday 20th September at St John’s 
at 12noon. His body will be received 
into Church on Monday 19th Sep-
tember at 4.30pm. He will be buried 
in Church Lawton Cemetery 

And also for the soul of Teresa 
Foden. The Requiem Mass will be 
offered for the repose of her soul on 
Monday 26th September at St John’s 
at 11am. Her body will be received 
into Church on Sunday 25th Septem-
ber at 5pm. She will be buried in 
Church Lawton Cemetery. 

Please pray also for the soul of 
Fredrick George Wood. 

             Requiescant in pace 

Evenings of Mercy The next 
Deanery Evening of Mercy is on                                                                                               
Friday 30th September at St Teresa’s, 
Trent Vale at 7pm. It will be a Mass 
with Confessions as part of the Parish 
Mission at Trent Vale. The final 
evening will be Tuesday 11th Octo-
ber at St George & St Martin, Birches 
Head at 7pm.  

Pope’s Prayer Intentions for 
September 

That each may contribute to the 
common good and to the building of 
the society that places the human 
person at the centre.  
That by participating in the Sacra-
ments and meditating on Scripture, 
Christians may become more aware 
of their mission to evangelize. 

SOCIAL & OUTREACH 

day 25th September. Cost £10, 
transport provided with a pick up 
from  Goldenhill. Contact Cath Han-
cock for more details on 853941/
Mobile 07929 213849. 

 



Entrance Antiphon: I am the salvation of the people, 
says the Lord. Should they cry to me in any dis-
tress, I will hear them, and I will be their Lord for 
ever. 
Response to the Psalm: Praise the Lord, who raises 
the poor. 
Gospel Acclamation: [Alleluia, alleluia.] Open our 
heart, O Lord, to accept the words of your Son. 
[Alleluia.] 
Preface of Ordinary Sundays I     Eucharistic Prayer II 
Acclamation:  We proclaim... 
Communion Antiphon: You have laid down your 
precepts to be carefully kept; may my ways be 
firm in keeping your statutes. 

THIS SUNDAY ’S L ITURGY 

THE DEANERY AND BEYOND 

Twenty-Fifth Sunday of the Year (C)   
CTS Sunday Missal page 1061          

FUNDRAISING  
Collections: 
Biddulph/Packmoor Gift Aid 
£343.72, Non-Gift Aid £202.69, 
Total £546.41. Catholic Education 
Service £71.71. 
Goldenhill Gift Aid £284.00, Non-
Gift Aid £177.35, Total £461.35. 
Catholic Education Service £30.60.  
Kidsgrove Gift Aid £325.20, Non-
Gift Aid £141.36, Total £466.56. 
Catholic Education Service £67.04. 

Collection for the Diocese of Ascoli 
Piceno will be published next week. 

 Second Collections: This week 

Thinking about the Gospel 
Luke 16:1-13 

The steward in today's Gospel confronts the reality that he can't go on 
living the way he has been. He is under judgment, must give account 
for what he has done. He is no model of repentance. But he makes a 
prudent calculation—to use his last hours in charge of his master's prop-
erty to show mercy to others, to relieve their debts. He is a child of this 
world, driven by a purely selfish motive—to make friends and be wel-
comed into the homes of his master's debtors. Yet his prudence is com-
mended as an example to us, the children of light. We too must realize, 
as the steward does, that what we have is not honestly ours, but what in 
truth belongs to another, our Master. All the money in the world could 
not have paid the debt we owe our Master. We serve Him by using what 
He has entrusted us with to give alms, to lift the lowly from the dust and 
dunghills of this world. By this we will gain what is ours, be welcomed 
into eternal dwellings, the many mansions of the Father's house. 

St Margaret Ward Catholic 
Academy Will be holding a Pro-
spective Parents’ Evening on 
Wednesday 21st September at 7pm 
for parents considering sending their 
children to the school in September 
2017.  There is also an invitation to 
tour the Academy on one of two 
open mornings on 23rd and 26th 
September. Any parent wishing to 
visit on one of the open mornings 
will need to contact the school on 
01782 882000. There is no need to 
call ahead for the Open evening. 

September Days of Prayer for 
Vocations St Giles, Cheadle, Friday 
23rd September. 

‘Mercy’ St Thomas More Catholic 

there will be a second collection for 
Home Mission Day. Next Week the 
collection is for Father Hudson’s So-
ciety. 

Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 200 
Club Weekly Draw: 1st Prize £20, 
No.10 R Bennison; 2nd Prize £10, 
No.74 M Twomey; 3rd Prize £5, 
No.124 J Cooper. Annual, Quarterly 
and Monthly Subscriptions are due. 
Annual is £52, Quarterly £13 and this 
Months subscription is £4 (4 week 
month). There are numbers availa-
ble, please see Ken Holmes or Clare 
Leech for a form.  

Biddulph 125 Club Quarter &  

Academy, Longton invite you to a 
presentation by Margaret and Barry 
Mizen on Monday 19th September at 
7pm. Please confirm your attendance 
by contacting the school, Tel: 
8 8 2 9 0 0  o r  e m a i l  o f -
fice@stmca.org.uk. 

St Teresa’s Mission You are invit-
ed to join the parishioners of St Tere-
sa’s, Trent Vale for their parish mis-
sion. It takes place from Tuesday 
27th September to Saturday 1st Oc-
tober. The mission is being led by the 
Sion Mission Team and Parish Com-
munity. There is a leaflet at the back 
of church with details of the events 
happening throughout the week. 

Walk of Witness The walk in soli-

darity with refuges, on Sunday 2nd 
October, will depart from St Chad’s 
Cathedral at 12.30pm, following the 
11am Mass. The walk will go along 
the canal to the Birmingham ICC, 
venue of the Conservative party con-
ference. Archbiship Longley will ac-
company the walkers and speak on 
the need to ‘Welcome the Stranger 
in this Year of Mercy’. 

Fun Day There will be a fun day for 
children with disabilities aged 5-13 
and their families, on Sunday 9th 
October at Father Hudson’s, St Cath-
erine’s Day Centre, Coventry rd, 
Coleshill B46 3EA. If interested there 
are some leaflets at the back of 
church with more details. 

Half year monies due 11th Septem-
ber. Please give cheques or cash to 
Elsie, Vincent or Mary. Many thanks 
for your continued support.  

Kidsgrove Fundraising The raffle 
has been drawn so if you brought a 
ticket the prizes are ready to collect 
from church. The winning numbers 
are Pink 156-160, Pink 76-80, Pink 
111-115, Yellow 791-795, Yellow 
701-705, Yellow 686-690, Pink 116-
120, Pink 131-135. The winning 
tickets are on the prizes. Please pick 
up prizes if you have won. Thanks 
also to our plant sellers, as well as 
those who organised the raffle. Full 
amount raised from these initiatives 
will be on next week’s bulletin. 


